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Constitutional Law I

YES

ADEQUATE AND INDEPENDENT STATE GROUNDS

If the doctrine fails, 
the US Sup. Ct. 
may review the 
federal claim.

Any doubts will be resolved 
against application of the A & I 

doctrine (Michigan v. Long)

The claims don't have to be 
identical, just the relief 

provided.

This is because the 
state claim com-
pletely disposes of 
the case and there 
is nothing for the 
US Sup.Ct. to do

Plain 
Statement

Independent

Adequate

Adequate & Independent state grounds 
doctrine is a judicially made exception to 
Section 1257 in furtherance of federalism
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Section 1257 authorizes US Sup. 
Ct. review of federal claims

1

United States 
Supreme Court

YES

The adequate and 
independent state 
ground doctrine 

precludes review (of 
the federal claim) by 
US Supreme Court

NOYES

Next, ask this 
question

Finally, ask this 
question

Is the decision
of the state court 

CLEAR in its reliance 
on state law (rather 
than federal law) in 
deciding the state 

claim?

NO

NO

Adequate & 
independent 
state ground 
doctrine fails

The state claim is 
"independent" of the 

federal claim

The state claim
is "adequate" 

because it  disposes 
of the entire case

Did the state court 
rely on state law 

(rather than federal 
law) in construing 

the state claim?

Does the state claim 
provide the same 

relief as the federal 
claim?

State Claim
(or defense)

Federal Claim 
(or defense)

This doctrine arises only when a case coming from state court raises both state and federal claims

First, ask 
this question

Highest 
State Court

Can't be 
reviewed 
by USSC

Section 1257 does not 
authorize US Sup.Ct. 
review of state claims

compare


